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â€œBecause the Bible is an ancient book, it invites the preacher back into its world in order to

understand; because the Bible is the churchâ€™s Scripture, it moves forward into our world and

addresses us here and now.â€• â€”from the authorâ€™s IntroductionThis is the first volume of a

comprehensive three-volume set of commentaries of all of the lectionary texts for Sunday reading

(including the Psalms) and for special days in all communions, treating the readings for each year in

a single volume. Year B will follow in September 1993; Year C in September 1994.The volumes are

based on the newly revised The Common Lectionary: The Lectionary Proposed by the Consultation

on Texts (1992) together with other readings kept in the Episcopal, Lutheran, and Roman Catholic

churches.The entire set will prove useful also for those who do not follow the lectionary, since each

volume provides commentaries on a vast number of texts and includes a complete index of those

texts.Preaching Through the Christian Year is an extensive revision and expansion of the

authorâ€™s earlier work (Preaching the New Common Lectionary), taking into account changes in

appointed texts, revised translations of the Bible, additions to the liturgical calendar, and the like.

The result is a new, larger, and improved commentary to aid those who preach and teach.The

authors of this important series teach at Candler School of Theology at Emory University, Atlanta,

and are renowned scholars in their particular disciplinesâ€”preaching and Old and New Testament

studies.
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As a seminary professor of New Testament, I know I'm supposed to eschew any "lectionary helps"

because they are so often a shortcut to students' or pastors' own reading of the text they are going

to preach. More often I eschew lectionary helps because they are dull, irrelevant to the preaching

task, or moralistic in their appropriation of scripture.Preaching through the Christian Year is a

wonderful exception to the rule. It's a three-volume collection (each sold separately). The authors

almost always offer excellent pump-priming material for my own preaching. The exegesis is sound

yet not so technical that you're sorry you asked in the first place. And the sermon ideas are

thought-provoking if not always the direction I head. Worth the money!

I found the subject matter clearly understandable but most important for me, it aids in making

sermon preparation. An ordained Priest showed a Deacon Formation class this book , several

members of the class ordered the book. The minister that brought the book, uses it regularily. It is

an excellent resourse: I'm using it for my preparation of my sermon this Sunday.

It covers a wide range of ideas and exegesis covering each scripture from the years lectionary,

providing endless support for sermons. I have years A and B as well and they are a valuable part of

my library.

Good, concise commentary - emphasizing scriptural links rather than interpretive opinion - all within

the context of the lectionary season and Sunday's readings.
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